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of ſuffering 


TO THE 


HON OURABLE Mrs. 23 
AND 


Mrs. BRACEBRIDGE. 


EQUESTED by the reſpective 8 Officers and Corps 
the 2 Cavalry and Infantry, to publiſh the follow- 
ing Diſcourſe, addreſſed to them on the Conſecration and Pre- 
2 of their COLOURS, I preſume, Ladies, to infcribe it to 
You, as lending your PaTROXAGE, and animating their Loyalty 
on that Day's Solemnity. 
Permit me, to lament with you the neceſlity of the "Tins, 
which, to borrow the language of our immortal Shakeſpear, 


call for 
«The Royal Banner, and all L 
Pride I. and Red oy "WP 


An evil, to be deprecated by all Chriſtians, and, more eſpecially, 
by thoſe of your Sex, & of our ſacred Profeffion. Poſſeſſing every 
ee and gives Luſtre 
to an elevated ftation, your Natures cannot „ without 


and Horror, the Scenes of Blood, which, at the ex 
Humanity, 


have too long polluted the World. How +} 
often then, amid the Comforts of domeſtic Life, —while the One is | 


enjoying 


iv | DEDICATION. - 


enjoying the ſequeſtered Shades of MEREVALE's Majeſtic 
Oaks, and the Other all that Tafte can difplay, in a Modern 
Vitta at ATHERSTONE,—muſt both your gentle Boſoms 
heave a Sigh for PEACE! That ſoon, very foon, This wel- 
come Bleſſing may crown your wiſhes, enhance your own, and 
the Public happineſs; and, progreffively diffuſing itſelf thro the 
World, in the pureſt ff ſpirit of C , confummate that au- 

Period, — by the Prophet, when, **Swords being 
beaten into Plough-ſbares, and Spears into Pruning Hooks, Nation 
all nat lift up Sword againſt Nation, neither ſhall they learn War 
any more,” is the devout Prayer, 


LADIES, 

Of your moſt obedient, 

| And devoted humble Servant, 
JAMES CHARTRES. 
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demerit, Apology, however conc: . l 
onthe Pb Suffice it then to ſay, 7 
containing ſome Paſſages from other . 22 
was not, _— Satcnded for the Preſs. After thes . — 
Acknowledgment, the dread of Criticiſm, upon its Introduttion mio 
the World, is overbalanced by a ſenſe of Duty, in complying with the 


Requeſts of my Pariſhoners and Freends. 222 
has led them to both the Sentiments and Subjett of this 


—_ and tho” addreſſed to Them upon a particular Occafron, yet, 
with a partiality flattering to its Author, * 


 wrwortby a more extended circulation. 
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have a claim to my particular JG as 


3 0 
Ame 7 | 
JuLyY 15th. 1800. 


* 
. * 
* 
= / 
- 
- 
0 
* 
* 
- 
„ 
- 
* 
. 
* 
J 

* 

— U 

* 

* 
o 
* * 
N o * 
* 
= 
* 
29 
F . 
% 
: 
CI 
— 
* 
. 
7 
* * *. . 
. - 


A 


S ERM O. 


NEHEMIAH, IV. 14. 
Be not afraid of them: remember the Lord which is great and ter- 
rible, and fight for your brethren, your ſons and 2 
wrves and your houſes. 


b 1 
political Book, I mean, that civil and ſecular concerns are not 
its end or object. The object of the Goſpel of Chriſt is penitence 
bim in Heaven hereafter. If therefore any Miniſter of the Goſpel 
unſeaſonably obtrudes any political ſpeculations of his own upon 
his hearers, He diſparages his high and holy office; for with or- 


1 
dinary, ſecular, occurences, We, as ſpiritual teachers, have no 


concern. But when the general attention is arreſted by new and 
extraordinary occaſions, in which the well-being of the whole 
nation is involved; hen in ſupport of Religion, Government, 
Subordination and Property againft an ambitious & inveterate foe, 
who ftakes his very exiſtence againſt that of Britain, a great 
maſs of our people, whoſe daily occupation is any thing but that 
of arms, have willingly offered themſelves, and ſubmit to the 
laborious duties of military diſcipline, the principles of peace muſt 
in all ranks and profeſſions yield to the more cogent principles of 
| ſelf-defence: the Church of England holds that **Chriftian men 
may bear arms at the command of the Magiftrate”* We then, tho 
reſtricted ourſelves from military ſervice, confider it no violation 
of our ſacred office to adapt our diſcourſe to ſuch occaſions as thoſe 
of our preſent meeting; and ſcruple not to applaud, and as much 
as lies in our power, to promote the general zeal and patriotiſm 
of our Countrymen in arms. 


To two Corps of this deſcription I am now called upon more 
particularly to addreſs myſelf; and with ſentiments congenial to 
your own, I feel it my firſt and bounden duty to pray for the bleſ- 
ſing of the Lo x D of Hos Ts, in behalf of yourſelves, my Brethren, 
and our dear Codntry, that He would vouchfafe to proſper your 


* undertaking 


__ » Vide 37th: Art. of Relig. 


daughters, your wives and your Houſes.” 


(8.3 
undertaking, and the cauſe you have voluntarily engaged to 
ſupport; the defence of your native land againſt inſurrection and 
invaſion; —trufting, though Chriſtianity has little to do with arms, 
yet arms aſſumed to preſerve Religion, and every thing dear to 
us, as Men and Chriftians, may not be deemed unworthy of 


the protection of AL MIGHTY Gop, and moſt certainly are en- 


titled to the gratitude of your Country. 


To animate the heart of every Buitiſh Soldier, there is much 
contained in the words of the text; much my Brethren, which 
may infpire that reſolution, which piety and Religion alone can 
excite, and which is abſolutely neceſſary to our preſervation at 
a criſis, never before experienced by our Country, by our laws, 


and liberties. Be not affraid of them : remember the Lord which 


is great and terrible, and fight for your Brethren, your ſons and your 


From this paſſage of Scripture, three ſuggeſtions ariſe: | 


Firſt, that of courage and alacrity, in reſiſtance to our ferocious 
and inveterate foes: 


Secondly, the ground of confidence, a Truſt in God, **remem- 
1 = 9 


16 


ber the Lord which is great and terrible: ada reſult of the 
whole is a conſideration of the value of the object for which we 
contend, —**fight for your brethren, your ſons and your daughters, 
yaur wives and your houſes” —theſe ſuggeſtions being as ſuitable to 
ourſelves, as they were to the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem to whom 
they were at firſt addreſſed, I ſhall proceed to offer ſome brief 
conſiderations upon each of them. 


Be not affraid of them.” It is undoubtedly true that we have 


. eee fey armed with powers, and aided 
dy circumſtances unparalleled in the page of hiſtory. We know 
8 enrich a Nation, the plunder of the 
moſt fertile part of Europe has been theirs. Before them the 
land wat as the Garden of Eden, and behind them a deſolate 
Wilderneſs.”* But this ſhould not appal us. Plunder and rapine 
may enrich individuals; but ſeldom ſupply the finews of war. 
The robbers and aſſaſſins, whom they call Soldiers, may riot in 
the ſpoil of the wretched countries they have over-run, yet little 
of this reaches the Public coffers; the power and principle then 
of this deſtruction can be but of ſhort duration. With reſpect to 
individuals, we have already ſeen many of theſe plunderers eftab- 


liſh a precedent againft themſelves; by We TRIS rk they com- 
menced 


Joel, 2. — 3. 


an enemy to contend with, of great fierceneſs, cunning, and 


a vim S. 2 4 1238428 


menced plunderers, they have been plundered in their turn: and 


ever ſucceſsful their conſpiracies may be for a time, can never 
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1 


with regard to Society, the nature of juſtice is eternal, the mad 
ſpeculations and projects of unprincipled and wicked Men, how- 


be conſidered as capable of obliterating that ſenſe of right and 
wrong, which has been implanted in the human mind. If Men 
retain their nature, faculties and principles, this con vulſed and 
diſtracted ſtate of things, can no where conſtitute a permanent 
government. Society muſt be eftabliſhed on Religious Principles; 
and Truth, Equity, Order and Juſtice ftill be the ſupport of every 
civil and valid Conftitution. 


The conſideration of our happier ſtate, my Countrymen, will 
reverſe the ſcene. With us remains, by the bleſſing of God, 
an Army, that knows both how to conquer the ferocious, ſpare the 
fallen, and commiſerate and relieve the ſuppliant foe. With us, 
a puiſſant and victorĩous Navy commands the Ocean, to extend 
and protect our own Commerce, and annihilate that of our ene- 
mies. Add to theſe an increaſing Population, and our Trades and 
Manufactures flouriſhing, all genuine & natural ſources of Riches, 
Strength and Security. With ur, our Nobles, Tradeſmen & Peaſ- 
ants are armed and united, in courage, zeal, diſcipline and mar- 
tial array, to protect our property from violence and plunder, 

C and 


 _ Fortreſs.” To an Engliſh, Heart uncontaminated by the ſophiſtry 


(65) 


and to repel the foe, in caſe of any deſperate attack on our native 


Country, the ancient and renowned ſanctuary of Freedom and 


Happineſs; a Country, to which with all its faults, (as a cel- 


ebrated Author obſerves, with the energy of truth and pride of 
patriotiſm,) the whole World is now looking up. with envy and 
admiration, as the ſeat of true Glory and Proſperity ; a Country, 
wherein the exile and wanderer, driven out by the crimes of their 
- own, find a home and reſting place; a Country, to obtain the 


pediment to have been the ſubject of its dĩreſt foe. 


Notwithftanding then the waves run high,” ** and 
difficulties environ us, we have leſs reaſon to dread the attempts 


of our Enemies: and that not ſo much from our confidence in the. 


arm of fleſh, as from our Truſt in the moſt Hicn ; Remember the 
Lord which is great and terrible.” And great thanks are due to 
Hin, that, though the National Iniquities may be great and 
Many of us, I truft, are by the awful events of the times 
awakened to Recollection and Penitence. By the generality of 
the Britiſh Nation, God is acknowledged as their Rock and 


| . a ſpark of the 
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protection of which, it is ſufficient to be unfortunate, and no im- 


Principles | 


4. 


FK. 


perate in deſign, who have the Wickedneſs and Effrontery to af- 
? firm, that we have nothing remaining to us, which is worth con- 
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which actuated our pious Anceſtors, Cluiftionity js con 
««]Vithout Gad in the World” an Engliſhman cannot nd 


refs for the ſole of his feet”. Like the devout Pſalmiſt, He cries 


10 God in the time of trouble,” truſting that, **through Gad, wwe ſhall 


. do great acts, and that it is He, that ſhall tread down our Enemies. 


Combining therefore every conſideration, we perſuade and affure 
ourſelves, my Brethren, that we have no reaſon for deſpondency, 
reſpecting the Event of the grand Conteſt in which we are engag d. 


You will permit me then to advert to, what, I am ſure, you will 


anticipate, the awful, unutterable Importance of the Object, for 
which you are now afſembled in Arms; that it is far your Bre- 


thren, your Sons and your Daughters, your Wroes and your Houſes.” 
In this Nation there are Thoſe, few in number, I truſt, yet, deſ- 


tending for; that by the ſucceſs of our Enemies, the fituation of 
thoſe in the middle, and lower ranks of Life more eſpecially, would 


de rather improved than made worſe. **Be not deceived; evil 


Communications may corrupt good manners.” Yet, however 
palatable may be this advice, the futility of it muſt, in great mea · 


ſure, defeat its influence ; 2 — 


C 2 Man 
P. 60.—1a. 
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Man be, who can be duped by affertions as falſe, as they are infid- 
ious. Could we but ſee, for I believe that deſcription can ſcar 

ly paint the dreadful fituation of thoſe Countries, which the 
French Armies have over- run, —could we but view the Famine, 
Murder, Pillage, Infult and Tyranny, under which their devoted 
victims groan, the weakeſt Minds would detect and execrate 
theſe worſt of Enemies, who, by ſuch fallacious doctrines, would 
enſnare them to their own and their Countrys ruin.—Various are 
the Odjects which ſurround us, and in the wel- fare whereof, we 
may preſume, that every Individual in the ſtate, muſt feel him- 
ſelf intereſted, —our Navy, our Commerce, our Property both pri- 


vate and public.—Are theſe nothing? Yet for theſe we contend, # 


and againſt theſe our Enemies vomit forth peculiar vengeance. | * 


Are our Manufactures nothing? For theſe we contend. Is the 
Bread we eat nothing? For this we contend. Are the Wives 
of our boſom nothing? For theſe we contend ;—to preſerve them 
- untainted by licentious Ferocity and Inſult. Are our Children 
nothing, whoſe ſweet innocence we defend, either from imme. | 
diate Slaughter, or from Slavery, worſe than Death? Should 
our Enemies ſucceed in their attempts and projects which may 
Go in his Mercy avert !—comparatively happy would be the 
lot of Thoſe, whom the hands of theſe Aſſaſſins might deftroy : | 
moſt unhappy the Survivors! Well might the latter exclaim in 


preſſed, and they 
there was power. bus they had wo 


ol * 
5 
— 1 


Bigotry of Popiſh Pre ts FR 2 1E ET © PO 
Peaſavtxys,. ted with French as], Frech pringiphes, | 


( 10 * I 
booed reg to them. - pr 
— ik 3 * —— . _ the —— 

the foreipn and domeſtic agents of Treaſon and Anaichy 
— oy There was a Time,—and the remem- 

| — — —— 

by: » dent edhoriryr awd the ere defperate, and we —_ by 


Defence of every thing that is dear and valuable tous; ant th 
Defence of thoſe different Affociations we muſt, ye Ges, 
Bp "We dete rear! alſo to NO | 
Akte of fach Miſchief and Miſery in a Neigh — 2 
kave; in this, been exploded; and. with _ | 
Tedebers fallen under merited ln ate, 
3 fronithe Calamities of others, Fw 1 | 
1 to 

nn to return . 


ee of iniquity; autinrolve the Kingdom ia sehr | Ji 


2 
which they had ſo long, found reft for their Souls. So entirely 
indeed have the weaknels, and the atrocity of the modern Revo- 


lutionary doctrines been expoſed to the World, that if any Man 
remains ſtill inclined to embrace them, we muſt either pity his 


y blindneſs, or ſhudder at the depravity-of bis hardenied heart. 


Our exertions, however, againſt Revolution and Anarchy are 
not to be remitted. -. So long as unprincipled Men remain amongſt 


t | us, who, tb gratify their own paſſions, would deſtroy the comfort 


ol ſocial Life, and violate our deareftrights;' ſo long will be man- 
} ifeſt the neceſſity of Aſſbeiating in ſupport of good Order and Re- 
ligion. Liberty, without Licentiouſneſs, Equality, without Con- 
? fuſion, Reformy exerciſed with due temperance, are highly to be 
{ valued: but when the meaning of theſe terms is perverted, & the 
terms themſelves are made the watch-words of Sedition, it behoves 
us to be upon our guard. The Sophiftical Reafonings which may 
be deduced therefrom, 'tho' flattering] abound with danger; and 
He, who runs, may, from the Ruin of other Countries under ſim · 
Har akon, anticipate the fatal Reſult of the Prevalence of theſe 
docttines n our own. As long then, as there are amongſt us, 
Thoſe, who would infinuate that Reſiſtance becomes a duty a- 
gainſt, what they chooſe to call, oppreſſive Laws, and who, flat- 
tering in order to miſlead the Multitude, talk of the Sovereignty of 
the People; we the baneful EilAts of 0s Table Fellon, 

D2 ons We. 
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the Nation acknowledge' wo '0TEER SovEREtGN, than his 


A 


, - 2 * —* 2 4 
_ 
: 4” — 22 1 19 #: 
- 


25 1 


* 


W 


718 22 * 


 Regicide and Madman often conſpire. Was our Monarch, no 


Matt. 6.—24: 


we ſmuſt ſtill, my Countryman, arrange ourſel ves around the Stan- 
dard of Loyalty ; and the firong Arm of legitimate Authority muſt 
fill be difplayed, to refrain theſe turbulent Spirits, whoſe Am- 
bition ſeems equal to their Rapacity; and who, regardleſs of the 
Homer of their Native Land, would fubjugate it to foreign or 
r > boys... of either uſurping 
I Bu the dae and worthy part of 
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moſt gracious Majeſty the KI x: they know and practiſe the ſev- 
eral Duties of their reſpective ſtations. Fhey know that the | 
n * n 


* WE 
OR INTED OuRng 2_ | 
affeftions of every good ſubject, leads me here tp abſerve, that it 
is Royalty, and not the Perſon of the King, againſt which be 


5 eng I 2 = 


more than a private Individual, it appears impoſſible that be could 
| have a fingle Enemy. Moſt exemplary in the relations of domes- | 
tic Life, and bleſſed with every Virtue, that adorns Humanity, 
He conciliates the love and eſteem of all around Him. There can 
do 


hy 


hd AAA Ps a 


( 13 ) 
be then no malice againſt His Majeſty Himſelf, Whenever 
Treaſon lifts its arm againſt his Sacred Perſoy, we may reafonably- 
ſuſpect that it is againſt us, my Countrymen,-againſt the State and 
Conflitution,-the blow is aimed ; & whether, in this recent attempt, 
the Aſſaſſin was actuated by Treaſon, or by Madneſs, we cannot too 
ardently expreſs our National Congratulations, for the Preferva- 
tion of a Life, of the higheft Importance to the Community; or the 
Gratitude we feel toward the Divine Goodneſs, in protedting it 
from Evil. Our pious effuſions ſhould be extended farther; when 
we reflect, that, tho for our Sins, we have been viſited with the 
ſcourge of a long and expenſive War, our being exempted from 
many and various Calamities, inflicted upon other Nations, 
is owing to the ſame Providential Mercy, Our highly-fa- 
voured Ile has not been ftained by the Carnage of Battles; we live 
in the undiſturbed poſſeſſion of our Religion, Laws, Property, 
internal Peace, and the comforts of ſocial, and domeſtic Life. Our 
People are firm, and loyal; our Soldiery are vigorous, and brave; 
our Seamen have atohed, for a temporary delufion, by rendering 
Services to their Country, as beneficial, and ſplendid, as any, 
which have been recorded, in the Annals of Fame. It becomes 
us therefore, like their pious, humane and intrepid Commander,? | 
who gave the Glory of Victory to God alene, S "= 
6ͤ—— of the n. we, his 
unworthy 
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unworthy Servants, are indebted, for theſe, and all other Bleflings. | 
Not unto us, therefore, not unto us, but to the Lord of Hoſts, be a- 
ſcribed the Praiſe, whoſe Arm hath, in all things the Preeminence. 


Whatever, my Countrymen, may be the final Event of the 


awfol ſcenes, in which the Providence of Cop has placed us; it 


the part You have undertaken, and the exertions, You have made, 


have been worthy the Name, and realized the Character of 
Chriſtians and Britons. Your Zea:, your Patriotiſm, and your |} 


Activity have been conſpicuous; when occaſion called to the diſ- 


charge of your duty, you have been found prepared, and your 
Unanimity holds out a bright Example to every deſcription of 
your fellow Subjects. Your preſent appearance in this Place, and 
upon this Occaſion, is a Publie Declaration, that you dedicate | 


your Service to God, to the Maintenance of His Religion, and 


your Bretbren, your Sans and your at your Wrves and your 
Houſes.” 


When you call to mind the many powerful Motives, that ſhould 
animate your exertions, for the general Welfare, You will never, 
I am confident, forget the fair Hands, from which, You are, this 

| Day, 


will be a never failing fpring of ſatisſaction to Yourſelves, that 


the eſtabliſhed Government of your Country; that you gf for 


( 215 ) 


Day to receive your Colours. The Virtues of domeſtic Life, when 
They, who poſſeſs them, are living, and preſent too, cannot with 
propriety be made ſubjects of my commendation; and Thoſe, for 
whom, in ſecret, the Poor, the Orphan, and the Widow pour forth 
their bleſſings, which aſcend as a Memorial” before the moſt 
Hie R, need no other Praiſe. — The Perſons of theſe Matrons will 
remind you of the Sex, which they repreſent: And be ever pre- 
ſerved in your remembrance, that a Soldier never draws his Sword 
in a Nobler cauſe; than, in the defence of that Sex, of which, by 
all the ties of Love, Honor, Virtue, and Conjugal Attachment, 
He is the natural Friend and Protector. 


As the preſent Day commemorates the Birth of our beloved 
Sovereign, who honoureth GoD, and whom Go delights to hon- 
our, I know no better concluſion for the preſent diſcourſe, than 
to requeſt your united Prayers, for length of Days, Health, and 
increaſing Proſperity to the Father of his People, the Ornament and 
Pride of our Land, and the true and faithful Protector of the Laws, 
of the Conftitution, and Liberties of Britain. May the ſame Mer- 
ciful Providence that has, hitherto, been his Fortreſs and his 
Shield,” continue to guard Him, againft ſecret Confpiracy, and 
open Violence; and diſpoſe our Hearts, as the Heart of one Man, 
in loyal Attachment tb his Perſon, and in dutiful Submiſſion to 

E 2 his _ 
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| RoyabPoſterity, imitating thoſe exalted Virtues, which will con. 
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